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King students learned about 

entrepreneurship from their High 

School Heroes, 54 student volunteers 

who worked together with PHS 

teacher Greg Michaels and Junior 

Achievement to prepare a special day 

to get students thinking about 

business opportunities from an early 

age. The King students prepared for 

the day in both Language Arts and 

Social Studies classes, identifying 

character traits of entrepreneurs, as 

well as climates and industries across the United States. They were ready for the challenges 

their Heroes brought to them. Working in teams, King students were assigned a region of the 

country and entrepreneurs with specific traits. They were then tasked with using what they 

learned to create a business model that would best use both the region and the business skills 

of their entrepreneurs to achieve success. It was a great day of giving and learning for all 

students involved, both from King and PHS. The program will be replicated at Arbor School 

later in the school year. 

SCHOR FAMILIES EXPERIENCE HANDS-ON 
ENGINEERING 

Parents and guardians of Schor students were introduced to the new standards in middle 

school science curriculum during an evening presentation that included a special, hands-on 

challenge. Teachers Kate Massa, Lauren Nathanson, Trystin Figel, and Erin McCaffrey first 

offered an engaging presentation of new 

science standards that include engineering 

principles, and then divided the audience into 

small groups to experience those principles 

themselves. In eighteen minutes, family 

teams competed to build the tallest free-

standing structure out of 20 sticks of 

spaghetti, one yard of tape, one yard of 

string, and one marshmallow, balanced on 

top. Nora McGowen, Brooke Shaw, and 

Donald McGowan were the winning team, 

with a tower that measured 71cm. 
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On December 6, Knollwood Elementary School celebrated the     

culmination of its annual READ-BELIEVE-ACHIEVE reading incentive. 

They were joined by former Rutgers University football star and  

ESPY award winner, Eric Legrand. Legrand wanted to instill the      

importance of building resilience, being kind to others, setting goals 

and always believing in your dreams. He updated staff and students 

on his recent progress on his journey to one day walk again. For the 

second year in a row, Ms. Johnson's class logged over 14,000 

minutes in the reading incentive, earning the privilege of reading 

aloud the inspirational story "After the Fall" by Dan Santat to 

Legrand and all Knollwood students and staff.   

EISENHOWER CELEBRATION OF 
GIVING 

ERIC LEGRANDE INSPIRES 
KNOLLWOOD STUDENTS AND STAFF 

 
Eisenhower first grade 

families, students, and 

teachers gathered 

together to give thanks 

in a Celebration of 

Giving. Students 

enjoyed a thanksgiving 

“feast” and donated 

food to a local food 

bank - thanks to the 

generosity of 

Eisenhower families  

and PTO.   

Arbor fifth grade student, 

Ishaan Tangirala, is     

currently competing on 

The Voice India-Kids and 

getting rave reviews from 

the judges and fans! 

Ishaan started learning 

Hindustani Classical   

Music at the age of 4 and has never looked back. It became his 

passion and love and led his parents to find a guru who would 

help further Ishaan’s passion. Ishaan is currently among the top 

12 finalists in the competition. Arbor is cheering for him all the 

way from the U.S. 

ARBOR STUDENT ON VOICE 
INDIA—KIDS 

JOHNSON & JOHNSON BRINGS STEM WORKSHOPS TO ALL 
PISCATAWAY THIRD GRADERS 

Third grade students in all four Piscataway Elementary Schools had a special treat 

on Monday, December 11, when more than 60 volunteers from Johnson & 

Johnson worked with teams of students to design and build a K’Nex car and then 

race them, studying speed, measuring distance, and determining if smooth or 

rough surfaces affected a car’s performance. The students had great fun following 

the engineering process to build and test their cars, and after initial testing, 

redesigning for greater speed and efficiency. The goal of the  program, sponsored 

by J&J in partnership with the Smithsonian, is to engage children at an early age, 

making problem-solving a fun and challenging activity for every student, and 

putting them on a path to use those important skills throughout their lives. Thanks to Chris Irovando, Supervisor of Instructional 

Technology and Rebecca Dayton, Supervisor of PreK-6 Mathematics, for working with J&J to put this program together. 



QUIBBLETOWN STUDENTS’  

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

On Wednesday, November 15, students in Ms. Curry’s ESL 

Jumpstart program teamed up with members of Ms. Fas-

ano’s eighth grade Pathways Spanish class to kick off a 

unique       mentorship program using the iPad video app 

Flipgrid. During their initial meeting eighth grade mentors 

created short videos asking what resources English Lan-

guage Learners and their   parents need to understanding 

different parts of the school.  For the remainder of the 

school year, using Flipgrid,   the ELL students and their 

parents will have a weekly resource for communicating 

with classmates about school questions or concerns. 
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The United Way of 

Central Jersey teamed 

with Johnson & Johnson 

to provide support for 

literacy development at 

Grandview. The school 

welcomed volunteers 

who read pirate-themed 

books to Kindergarten 

students and assisted 

with a craft.  

THE UNITED WAY AND J&J 
SUPPORT LITERACY 

SCHOR STUDENTS ASSIST STUDENTS 

AFFECTED BY HURRICANE HARVEY 

The Schor Middle School Student Government teamed with 

Montgomery Township Schools and volunteers from “Operation 

Friends” to “adopt” two schools from the Houston Independent School 

District affected by Hurricane Harvey. Many of the 2,000 students and 

staff from the adopted schools lost their homes and possessions, as 

Harvey decimated their neighborhoods and schools. Students and 

families worked together to fill gift boxes with new clothes, socks, school 

supplies, toiletries, toys, and thoughtful letters. Donation efforts took 

place during homeroom, with thirty boxes filled over a two-week period. 

Operation Friends personally delivered Schor’s boxes to the adopted 

schools last month. 

Randolphville third 

grade reporters, 

armed with a 

notebook and official 

press pass, are on the 

lookout for the next 

big story. Using an iPad purchased through an Inspire Grant 

and Mrs. Da’Shawn Reynolds personal green screen, students 

film broadcasts that are viewed by the entire school. These 

newscasters are learning research and writing techniques — 

and public speaking and media skills — all while having fun. To 

watch a clip of their newscasts, go to https://youtu.be/

CItQfnw3C0o 

RANDOLPHVILLE STUDENTS 

REPORT THE NEWS 

https://youtu.be/CItQfnw3C0o
https://youtu.be/CItQfnw3C0o


 

THIRD GRADE STUDENTS 

STUDY WEATHER AND CLIMATE 

District third 

graders have been 

studying the 

impact weather 

and climate has 

on earth and how 

we can best 

prepare for 

hazardous types of weather.  The students’ culminating 

activity for this unit  of science discovery was to  engineer 

flood barriers.  Groups investigated how the order of 

materials improved their flood barriers. Pictured are young 

scientists and engineers from Mr. Ahrens and Mrs. Abbate’s 

classes at Grandview collaborating and testing their designs. 

CONACKAMACK TURKEY TROT 

STUDENTS MEET AN  

AMERICAN IDOL 
District students who 

are visually impaired 

attended an inspiring 

performance featuring 

American Idol Season 8 

finalist Scott Macintyre. 

Unlike most American 

Idol finalists, Scott had 

to fight adversity to gain 

his spot on the program 

as Scott is legally blind. Following the concert, the students 

had the opportunity to meet Scott who advised them not to 

be afraid to try new things or get caught in the possibility of 

failure.  

On Wednesday, 

November 22, 

the Physical 

Education 

department at 

Conackamack 

Middle School 

hosted their annual “Turkey Trot” run and food drive. The 

entire school community was invited to cheer on over sixty 

runners from all three grade levels who participated in the 

one mile event. Under the slogan “two hands, two cans,” 

students were encouraged to donate canned goods during 

the weeks leading up to the event. With the support of 

generous families and faculty, Conackamack received over 

2000 items to be donated to local food banks during the 

holiday season. 

 

Students at Arbor School 

honored the military through 

an initiative called "100,000 

Thank Yous.” Sponsored by 

the USO in conjunction with 

WFBE-FM, and under the 

guidance of Mrs. Doherty and 

Mrs. Caldwell, the students 

prepared hundreds of holiday cards for overseas troops, 

letting them know they have many people at home that 

appreciate the sacrifices they make. 

Seniors James 

Ingram, Caitlyn 

Erdman and Jessica 

Alicea are Complete 

Athletes and Junior 

Ariana Percivale is a 

Rising Star. 

Nominated by Head 

Varsity Baseball 

Coach Scott Gleichenhaus and Head Girls’ Softball Coach 

Lauren Scinto, these student athletes were honored by 

DestinationAthlete.com because of their high academic 

honors, involvement in groups and volunteering, and role as 

an athlete at Piscataway. Each athlete was awarded a $150 

scholarship. 

PHS ATHLETES WIN AWARD 

ARBOR STUDENTS JOIN       
“100,000 THANK YOUS” 

GRANDVIEW FAMILIES             
PAINT ‘N SIP 

Mr. Lee, 

Grandview’s 

Art Teacher, 

leads the 

community 

through the 

PTO’s “Paint 

’N Sip” night where participants became 

artists while creating “masterpieces” on 

canvases and enjoying refreshments. 


